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TRACT CORNER  

Symbols and Symbolic Actions 
Why an Altar? 
The Altar is the center of the church building. It 
represents, or reveals, to us: 

(a) The Throne of God to which Christ raised us in 
His glorious Ascension; 

(b) The Table of the Heavenly Banquet to which 
Christ has called us, and at which He eternally 
distributes the Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
(Revelation 19:8) and its earthly foretaste, Holy 
Communion; 

(c) The Altar of His Sacrifice for us, the Cross; 
hence, a cross stands upon the Altar. 

The Altar is usually vested with colorful material in order 
to show its divine or heavenly character. On it may stand a 
Tabernacle, a repository for the consecrated Bread and 
Wine that are reserved for the communion of the sick and 
dying. 
Why Candles? 
Light always stands for Christ, ("I am the Light of the 
World") , and for the illumination He brought us, the 
knowledge of the true God, and the gift of communion 
with Him. "You are the Light of the World", He said to 
His disciples. 
Why Incense?                                                       
 Incense was used in the worship described in the Old 
Testament and at the Last Supper (or so scholars tell us). 
Incense represents: 

(a) Prayer ascending to God (Revelation 5:8; 8:3); 
(b) Homage to God; as such it was the second gift of 

the Wise Men to the infant Christ; 
(c) Christians themselves; for St. Paul says "we are 

indeed the incense offered by Christ to God" (II 
Corinthians 2:15 N.E.B.); 

(d) The transforming power of Christ: the hot coals 
represent warm Christian hearts; the ashes 
represent sorrow for sin; when the small, hard 
grains of incense meet them, they melt and give 
off a sweet fragrance. 

 
 
Censing (swinging the smoke at persons or things) is 
used either as:  

(i) An act of preparation and sanctification (e.g. 
censing the Altar and the bread and wine on it), 
or as  

(ii)  An expression of sacred respect (e.g. the censing 
of pictures and other objects, the Consecrated 
Bread and Wine, and the Priest and People). 

Why Standing, Sitting, and Kneeling? 
The whole person, body as well as soul, takes part in 
worship because our whole nature was assumed by God 
the Son in His Incarnation and must be redeemed for God. 
Bodily positions are expressions of worship:  

(a) Standing indicates that we must have been 
redeemed and given back our true human status;  

(b) Sitting is limited to the teaching parts of the 
service;  

(c) Kneeling expresses repentance, humility, and 
adoration. 

Why Processions? 
These symbolize and manifest the movement of God's 
people toward Him, and the movement of God toward us. 
Why Make the Sign of the Cross? 
The Cross is the central Christian symbol. It was the 
instrument of the world's salvation by the Crucified Christ, 
and is the witness to the fact that we cannot be His unless 
we live with the Cross as the very content of our lives: "If 
any one would come after Me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow Me. " (Mark 8:34) 
Made upon ourselves (with the right hand from the 
forehead to the heart, and from the left shoulder to the 
right shoulder), it shows that our mind, heart, and strength 
must be given to the love of God and our neighbor. It is 
also the means by which we ceremonially take to 
ourselves God's blessing or forgiveness when the priest 
makes the Sign of the Cross over us in blessing or 
absolution. 
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Why Vestments? 
In the early days of the Church, these garments were 
people's ordinary clothes. When this style of dress 
gradually changed, the clergy's didn't. Thus they are a 
visible link with those early days. The vestments are also 
used for beauty and dignity, and they have been given 
symbolic meanings connected with the Passion of our 
Lord. 
The vestments also cover up the priest's personality and 
help us to think only of Christ, the one true Priest, whose 
uniform the earthly priest wears. 
The Use of the Holy Water Font  
Dipping one's fingers in the Holy Water, one makes the 
Sign of the Cross on oneself, while saying: "In my 
Baptism 1 was made a member of Christ, the child of 
God, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven"; or, 
dipping one's thumb in the Holy Water, one makes a small 
Sign of the Cross on one's forehead, eyes, lips, and chest, 
while saying: "God be in my head, and in my thinking 
and understanding; God be in my eyes, and in my 
looking and perceiving; God be on my lips, and in my 
speaking and praising; God be in my heart, and in my 
living and loving." 
Ceremonial actions, including bowing the head and genu-
flecting, must never be performed carelessly or hurriedly; 
otherwise they become mere "show". Ceremony is a 
symbolic language by which the hearts of Christians 
express their sense of the mystery, holiness and splendor 
of God the Holy Trinity, and express their longing for 
Him, their reverence for Him, and their hope of the glory 
hereafter with Him for ever. As was stated earlier, the 
body with its senses must play its part in the worship: 
sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell are all channels 
through which our sense-conditioned spirits can receive 
messages from God, and respond to Him. 
 

EASTER IS NEAR!!  
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Throughout this Lenten season, we have journeyed 
together with our eyes fixed on Jesus as we give ourselves 
over to prayer, penance and acts of charity. 
Lent will be ending soon and Easter dawning. And as we 
celebrate this solemn feast of Easter, Jesus will remain the 
focus of our undivided attention. "Do not be amazed. You 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; 
he is not here. Behold the place where they laid him. But 
go and tell his disciples and Peter: ‘He is going before 
you to Galilee . . ." (Mk 16:6-7) 
Yes, Jesus is going before us. We must continue to fix our 
eyes on Him and follow Him. He goes before us as our 
light! During the Easter Vigil, as the newly blessed Easter 
candle is being  solemnly carried  amidst  the  faithful,  the 

 
deacon proclaims: "Christ our light!" Yes, Christ our light 
is made visible and tangible by the Easter candle — the 
same candle that will be used at every baptism and at 
every funeral during this coming year. Christ our light 
goes before us, as the pillar of fire went before the ancient 
Hebrews in their journey through the desert. Christ our 
light goes before us to guide us through the uncertainty, 
fear and struggle of the journey that still lies ahead. Christ 
our light guides us back when we find ourselves lost in 
sin. Christ our light goes before us to give us forgiveness, 
hope and a sense of purpose. Christ our light goes before 
us as we struggle to remember in the darkness what we 
once saw clearly in the light. Christ our light goes before 
us from birth to death and leads us to eternal light and 
everlasting life. 
Led by Christ our light, we walk together as His disciples 
with the new freedom of grace He purchased for us by His 
dying and rising. We walk with the strength He first gave 
us at baptism when He washed away all our sins and gave 
us His very own life. We walk with the strength He gives 
us in each Eucharist. Yes, led by the light that is Christ 
and strengthened by the life that is Christ, we proclaim in 
daily life as well as in weekly worship: "Jesus Christ is 
Lord." 
On this upcoming Easter Day and throughout the Easter 
season, I am praying that you will follow Christ our Light 
who goes before you and experience in new and 
unforgettable ways the peace, joy and hope which only He 
can give. 
 
A blessed Easter to each of you! 
Father Hines 

 
NEWS AROUND THE DIOCESE 

 
Many blessings are happening around the diocese!  Four 
new congregations have recently formed in our Diocese of 
the Eastern States : two missions and two parishes.  Under 
the leadership of their Vicar, Fr. Dennis King, the mission 
of All Souls in the greater Albany, New York area is 
growing and is now actively looking for space to rent in a 
nearby church.  The Mission of Saint Paul’s has begun in 
Crystal Lake, Illinois, and is growing steadily.  Fr. Charles 
Slagle and Deacon Michael Ducette are ministering there, 
in conjunction with consistent help from Mark Maute and 
other lay readers from our own parish.  Saint Ann’s 
Anglican Church in Columbus, Ohio, ministered to by 
Deacon Norman Flowers and Fr. Slagle is growing and 
may soon purchase the building they are currently renting 
for services.  Saint Mark’s Anglican Church in Western 
Kentucky has joined our Diocese as well.  They worship 
in their own beautiful building under the able leadership of 
Fr. Donald True. 
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An additional point of inspiring good news for us to 
celebrate is that the parish of Saint Alban’s in State 
College, Pennsylvania, has burned their mortgage and is 
now the free and clear owner of their lovely building.  Fr. 
Richard Livingston and his people have worked very hard 
to make this possible.  And also recently, Fr. Robert 
Frederickson and his parish have purchased a beautiful 
church and rectory so that they may bring the historic faith 
to Manchester, Connecticut. …We are grateful to 
Almighty God for all of these blessings! 
 

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 
 

At its meeting on March 19, the Vestry confirmed the 
schedule and the basic arrangements for the Ordination of 
Deacon Blair Schultz to the Priesthood.  The Ordination 
and Solemn High Mass will be held at 10:00 AM on 
Saturday, June 24, and our Bishop, The Rt. Reverend 
Rocco Florenza, will officiate.  The Ordination service 
will be followed by a luncheon in the undercroft for the 
entire parish and our special guests.  ACW President Sue 
Ross is handling the arrangements for the Ordination 
Luncheon, which will be catered.  An invitation to the 
Ordination and this luncheon will be sent to all concerned 
and an RSVP will be required to properly finalize plans. 
The next day, Sunday, June 25, will be very special to All 
Saints because “Father Schultz” will celebrate his first 
Mass as a priest at 9:30 AM.  Norma Stafford is handling 
the arrangements for the reception in his honor that will 
follow the service. 
A special collection for the Ordination Weekend will be 
taken to supplement the parish funds that have been 
allocated for the event.  So mark your calendars for June 
24 and 25, and we can all look forward to this special 
weekend for our own Deacon Schultz. 
In mid-April, work will begin again on the landscaping of 
our property.  All of the lawn areas will be reseeded and 
additional fill will be spread in some areas that have 
settled over the winter.  Ornamental grasses, ground cover 
and some perennial flowers will be planted. A railing 
along the entire length of the sidewalk at the rear of the 
church will be installed as soon as weather permits. 
Our Membership Development Committee reported to the 
Vestry in March, and we are moving forward to formalize 
relationships with the Bolingbrook and Naperville 
Chambers of Commerce and to provide information on All 
Saints in the area R.H. Donnelly Directories.  Work will 
continue to keep our parish website attractive and up-to-
date, and some additional signage is being considered by 
the Committee and the Vestry. 
You will want to give your attention to the full and 
meaningful schedule of Easter Week services that Father 
Hines has arranged for us, listed on the April calendar 
with this newsletter.  Please note that the traditional 

collection for our Altar Guild will be taken on Maundy 
Thursday, April 13, and we hope that you will also 
consider the Easter Mite Box Program that is sponsored by 
the Provincial ACW for the benefit of our Seminary in 
California. 
Morning Prayer will be held on Saturday, April 1, at 8:30 
a.m., with a complimentary breakfast afterwards.  The 
monthly Morning Prayer Service is for everyone in the 
parish and the breakfasts provide a wonderful opportunity 
for fellowship. 
May He continue to bless the All Saints Parish Family and 
guide us in our efforts. 
 
Bill Jepson 
Senior Warden 
 

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
LIBRARY  

 
Our mission for the library is to provide an ongoing 
service-oriented ministry to every age group and program 
in the church with resources that educate, enrich, enlighten 
and inspire, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ and 
providing nourishment for Christian growth.  It will take a 
while to establish our collection. 
How can you help?  If you would like to volunteer to work 
in the library, please see Fr. Hines or me.  Would you like 
to donate a book or contribute money to the library or a 
new book from our wish list?  Please see the Gift Policy 
that follows.  
Library Gift Policy:  Gifts are subject to approval by the 
library staff and church leadership.  All designated funds 
are credited through the Treasurer.  A gift letter is given 
upon acceptance of gift items. 

(1) The most common and preferred gifts are monies 
for the purchase of new media and furnishings. 

(2) The donor and library staff may determine specific 
needs of the library regarding the choice of gift.  
For convenience, gifts may be selected from a 
needs list for new materials. 

(3) Gifts of equipment and furnishings are subject to 
approval by the library staff and church leadership. 

(4) All pre-owned gifts of material to the library must 
meet the same standard as purchased items.  
Donations, such as used books and other media, 
may be added to our collection, disbursed to 
mission locations or persons needing resources.  
Unless specified, these donations will not be 
returned to the donor.  No provisional gifts will be 
accepted.  

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sue Peterson 
Church Librarian 
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BOOK REVIEW  
 

The Anglican Communion:  Past and Future 
By Bishop Gerald Ellison 

 
This short book is a series of lectures delivered by Gerald 
Ellison, Bishop of Chester, England, at St. John’s Church, 
Detroit, Michigan. In these lectures, the author discusses 
the origins of the Anglican Communion, as well as the 
fundamentals upon which the teaching of the Anglican 
Communion is based. 
He leads us through the slow but sure growth of 
Anglicanism in England.  He discusses the challenges 
from the early church under the jurisdiction of the Pope of 
Rome, through the reigns of Henry VIII, Mary and 
Elizabeth, to the present spread of Anglicanism all over 
the globe.   
Bishop Ellison also touches on the many problems we 
now face that challenge our basic beliefs in the one church 
founded on Jesus Christ.  He offers hope and direction on 
the role we must take to deepen and intensify the spiritual 
life of the church. Our church must seek to bring everyone 
to acknowledge Christ as Lord and Savior by presenting 
Him in His goodness and beauty. 
I recommend this quick read to all who want to know 
more about our Anglo Catholic beliefs. 
 
Bob Wilson 
 

ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN  
 

The ACW had their monthly meeting March 12.  Due to 
the busy church schedule in April, we will not meet until 
the May 6 combined meeting with the men.  Morning 
prayer and breakfast (prepared by the men) will be 
followed by our business meeting and time to work on our 
Angel Comfort Wraps.   
Our May 6 gathering will be an important meeting as final 
plans for the Ordination will have to be completed.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
The next Jewel Shop and Share days sponsored by the 
ACW will be April 10, 11 and 12.  A coupon is included 
with this newsletter; additional coupons are available in 
the Narthex.  Please share the coupons with family, friends 
and co-workers.  
 
Have a Blessed Easter, 
 Sue Ross 
ACW President 
 

 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
March Income  $   
March Expenses  $ 
 Difference $ 
 
Year to Date Income $   
Year to Date Expenses $   
 Difference $ 
 
Mortgage Balance $ 
 
Bob Wilson 
Treasurer 

 
 

 Dates to Remember 
Saturday, April 1, 

Morning Prayer, 8:30 AM, 
followed by breakfast and fellowship 
All Saints Church Youth, 10:00 AM 

Sunday, April 2, 
Membership Development Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, April 4, 
All Saints Church Youth, 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, April 5, 
Stations of the Cross and Low Mass, 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, April 18, 
All Saints Church Youth, 7:00 PM 

Sunday, April 23, 
Vestry Meeting 
 F I S H  

 
 

HOLY WEEK  
Please mark your personal calendars for Holy Week 

Monday – No Mass 
Tuesday – 10 AM Mass 

Wednesday – 6:30 PM Stations of the Cross  
and Low Mass 

Maundy Thursday – 7 PM Service* 
Good Friday – 7 PM Mass of the Pre-Sanctified 

Holy Saturday – 5 PM Easter Vigil 
Easter Morning – 7:30 AM Eucharist 
9:30 am Sung Eucharist with Incense 

(*Please note: On Maundy Thursday a special offering 
will be collected on behalf of our Altar Guild – those who 

faithfully serve the Table of Our Lord.) 
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�
All Saints Anglican Church 

(Traditional Episcopal) 
Using the 

1928 Book of Common Prayer 
 

131 East Boughton Road 
Bolingbrook, IL 60440 

630 783-8280 
 

WEBSITES 
www.allsaintsanglicanparish.org 

www.anglicanpck.org 
 

Holy Eucharist and Church School 
Sundays at 9:30 AM 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
At 10 AM and Wednesdays at 7 PM 

The Rev. John A. Hines, Rector 
The Rev. Mr. Blair Schultz, Deacon 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter Editorial Staff 

Fr. Hines 
Marcia Wilson 

Technical Assistant 
Bob Wilson 

If you have any questions, comments, suggestions or 
wish to contribute in any way,  

please contact Fr. Hines or Marcia Wilson. 

 
 
 

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH:  A parish in the 
Anglican Province of Christ the King.  A nationwide 
body of traditional Anglican churches dedicated to the 
Anglo-Catholic Faith and traditional Episcopal liturgy.  
For more information visit :  www.anglicanpck.org  or  
www.allsaintsanglicanparish.org.  Tell people about us 
– there are many fellow Christians out there who are 
hurting and are feeling both hopeless and lost. 
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